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CONNECTING KIDS TO COVERAGE 
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
Campaign Notes eNewsletter – January 13, 2015 

Reaching Families through Public Benefit Programs 

Low-income families that are eligible for public benefits such as SNAP or the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), and tax credits, like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), may not be aware that 
they or their children may also qualify for Medicaid or CHIP. In fact, a 2014 Urban Institute study found that a 
large share of the families participating in any one of several public programs, are eligible for health coverage 
through Medicaid or CHIP (see Figure 1). Community organizations that work to connect eligible families to 
public benefits make great partners for groups conducting health coverage outreach and enrollment activities, 
since together, they can help families obtain all the supports they need. The Connecting Kids to Coverage 
National Campaign’s recent webinar examined such strategies and highlighted effective efforts being mounted 
across the country. Check out the webinar here.  

Outreach Tip: The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program provides free tax preparation services to 
low-income taxpayers. Find a VITA program in your area through the IRS website and offer to share Connecting 
Kids to Coverage materials tailored with your organization’s contact information. Families coming for tax filing 
assistance can learn how to get help with health insurance as well. You can help tax preparers recognize families 
whose members may be eligible for Medicaid and CHIP by sharing the income eligibility guidelines for your 
state. In addition to sharing materials on-site, ask VITA programs and other local tax preparers if you can include 
health coverage enrollment information in mailings and on their websites or set up an enrollment station at the tax 
assistance site during the upcoming tax season. For more strategies for working with tax preparers, take a look at 
this 2014 report by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

Partnership Opportunity: Community Action Agencies (CAAs) are nonprofit organizations that help low-
income people achieve self-sufficiency. They offer a wide range of services like youth mentoring, job training, 
food assistance, Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) enrollment, and health clinic services. Many are already 
active in enrolling families into Medicaid and CHIP. There are over 1,000 CAAs nationwide – find your local 
agency here.  

http://www.urban.org/publications/413028.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loscr4JvhBQ&list=UUhHTRPxz8awulGaTMh3SAkA
http://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/
http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/professionals/outreach/strategies/index.html
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-IntersectingWorlds-2014.pdf
http://www.communityactionpartnership.com/index.php?option=com_spreadsheets&view=search&spreadsheet=cap&Itemid=188
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Don’t stop there! Look around your community to see what agencies are already working with low-income people 
that may have family members eligible for Medicaid and CHIP. For instance, consider partnering with your local 
food pantry to display the Campaign’s customizable posters, or encourage the local WIC clinic to play one of our 
PSAs on a waiting room television. Be sure to provide your organization’s contact information so interested 
families will know where they can go to get local help applying for health coverage. 
 
Stay Connected With the National Campaign – In 3 Easy Steps 

• 

 

 

Follow the Campaign on Facebook and Twitter. Don’t forget to re-tweet or share our messages with your 
network or use our #Enroll365 hashtag in your posts.  

• Share our materials widely. We have an ever-growing range of excellent resources available to use in 
outreach and enrollment efforts. 

• Contact us to get more involved with the National Campaign at InsureKidsNow@fleishman.com or 1-
855-313-KIDS (5437). 

 
The Connecting Kids to Coverage National Campaign Notes eNewsletter is distributed throughout the year and 
provides updates on National Campaign activities. If a friend or colleague forwarded this email to you, sign up to 
receive this eNewsletter directly to your inbox.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/InsureKidsNow
https://twitter.com/IKNGov
http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/professionals/outreach/strategies/index.html
mailto:InsureKidsNow@fleishman.com
https://public-dc2.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new
http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/professionals/outreach/strategies/index.html
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic-state-agency-contacts
http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/professionals/outreach/strategies/tv_and_radio_psas.html



