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State Legislators Drop-In Article

Local elected officials and State legislators can be valuable partners in educating families in your State about the availability of low-cost children’s health insurance programs. State legislators often send direct mail or periodic e-mail updates to their constituents. Most elected officials also have Web sites offering local news and resources. This drop-in article can be customized for your State and offered to local representatives to be placed on their Web site or added to any newsletters distributed by their office.

Thousands of [INSERT STATE] Kids May be Eligible for Health Insurance

Thousands of [INSERT STATE] families are eligible for low-cost health insurance coverage for their kids, and many do not even know it. There are many reasons a child might not have health insurance – a parent or guardian has lost a job that provided health insurance, their parents do not have health insurance through work, or the cost of coverage is simply out of reach. Whatever the reason, [INSERT NAME OF STATE CHIP/MEDICAID PROGRAM] may be able to help, even if a family has been turned down by the State program in the past.

[INSERT NAME OF STATE CHIP/MEDICAID PROGRAM] is [INSERT STATE]’s health insurance program for children. Children enrolled in [INSERT NAME OF STATE CHIP/MEDICAID PROGRAM] can get regular check-ups, dental care, prescription medicines, and immunizations, along with [INSERT STATE SPECIFIC BENEFITS (eye care, hospitalization, etc.)]. A family of four that earns up to [INSERT STATE INCOME LIMIT] a year may be able to get coverage. The family’s income determines the cost of their coverage.

Protect Your Child’s Health and Future

Kids who have health insurance generally have better health throughout their childhood and into their teens. They are sick less often, get the treatment they need when they are not feeling well, and are less likely to miss school due to illness. With [INSERT NAME OF STATE CHIP/MEDICAID PROGRAM], children may be able to see the same doctor every time they get sick.  

Applying Is Easy and Free

In [INSERT STATE], parents or guardians can complete an application by [list as applies: applying online (provide Web site), in the mail (provide address for requesting/submitting application), or over the phone].  Call [INSERT PHONE NUMBER] to speak to someone about eligibility or visit insurekidsnow.gov for more information.
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